AN 
ACCOUNT or-ruz PROCEEDINGS 
OFTHE 
ABECEDARIAN SOCIETY 
1 FOR THE 
RELIEF or REDUCED SCHOOL-MASTERS, 
AND THEIR DISTRESSED FAMILIES, 
Duni, March 28th, 1788. 


50 Ir: 18 generally acknowleged chat the education of 
youth, is a . no leſs n in itſelf than 


eee Fer as why are from active exer- 
tion in the more lucrative purſuits of fortune, become 
too frequently in declining age claimants on huma- 
nity; nor is it to be wondered at, that they ſeldom 
realize acquiſitions for which their ſituation, and unre- 
mitting attention to literature, naturally create an in- 
difference—to ſay nothing of the difficulties they are 
expoſed to, in other reſpects, too obvious to need re- 
cital. Such conſiderations weighing with ſeveral of 
the principal teachers of this metropolis, they conven- 
ed a number of maſters for the * of forming 
ſociety upon the principles of Chriſtian benevolence, 
which by uniting them together might not only perpe- 
tuate a good underſtanding and harmony among them 
ſelves, but alſo contribute to the honour and advance- 
ment of letters. The title of the Abecedarian Society 
having been adopted as conſonant to the inſtitution, 
a general ballot ſucceeded; a preſident and treaſurer 
were elected, and a ſecretary appointed to note their 
proceedings; it was then unanimouſly reſolved, in- 
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ſtead of devoting to the pleaſures of the table any 
ſubſcription which they might be inclined to promote, 
to apply it towards raiſing a fund for the relief of re- 
duced teachers and their indigent families. The de- 
ſign is indiſputably liberal, and if charity and benevo- 
lence be not merely ideal, cannot fail of public coun- 
tenance and ſupport. 

With a ſmall aſſiſtance from the public and the 
concurrence of their brethren, who are not deaf to 
humanity, or inſenſible of the precarious tenure of ' 
proſperity, the Abecedarian Society, on theſe princi- 
ples, conceive hopes of a permanant eſtabliſhment, 
and that they may be enabled to 6 puripe't their charita- 
ble purpoſes with effect. 


'The following reſolutions, calculated for their fa: 
ture direction, w chich will more fully explain the pur- 
port and ſcope of this affociation, are now ſubmitted 

to. general 3 OT, 


RrsoLTioxs of the ABECEDARIAN Socik rr. 


Iſt. That the fociety ſhall be conducted by four 


oſſicers, viz. a Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary, and 
Collector, who are always to be ſchool-maſters, as 
upon them muſt neceſſarily devolve the great labour 
and anxiety connected with the eſtabliſhment and 
ſupport of the inftitution. 

2d. That the officers ſhall be aſſiſted by a commit- 
tee of ſixteen; twelve of whom to be ſchool-maſters, 
the other four honorary members, and that this com- 
mittee, in conjunction with the officers, ſhall have 
power to make by-laws; provided always, ſuch by- 
laws coincide with the true intent and ſpirit of theſe 
conititutional regulations. 


3d. 'That every 26th day of March, unleſs it ſhould 


fall on Sunday, being the anniverſary of the Society's _ 


inſtitution, a general meeting ſhall be held, and the 
officers and committee for the enſuing year then elect- 
ed: alter which, it IS intended, the members ſhall 
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dine together at their own private expence ; not out 
of the fund of the Hociety. 
th. That every member ſhall pay, or cauſe to be 
paid one guinea at the time of admiſſion, and, exclu- 
five of the admiſſion ſine, half a guinea, the day of 


meeting, on, or next after the 26th day of March and 


26th day of September reſpectively, being one guinea 
annual ſubſcription to the uſe of the inſtitution only 
in caſe of default after due notice in writing, ſigned by 
the preſident and iſſued by the ſecretary, the defaulter, 


on failure of payment by the 4th night of meeting, ſub- 


ſequent to ſuch notice, ſhall forfeit all claims and pri- 
vileges as a member of the ſociety, not to be reſtored 
but by application to the next general meeting of the 
body, and fully diſcharging the arrears incurred. 

5th. That the collector ſhall account with, and pay 
into the hands of the treaſurer, every ſecond night 01 
meeting, whatever ſum he may have collected from 
the day of ſettlement preceding. 

6th. That the ſum of ten guineas advanced at one 
time, or within the year, ſhall be conſidered as a com- 


poſition for annual payments; conſtitute the ſubſcriber 


a member for life, and for ever afterwards entitle him 
or her to all the privileges and advantages of this So- 
ciety. 


15 That every perſon applying for admiſſion ſhall 


be recommended by at leaſt two members, who ſhall 
ſignify in writing with their names ſubſcribed, the can- 
didate's name, character, and place of abode, to be de- 
livered to the preſident and read to the ſociety duly 
aſſembled; the ballot to take place the meeting next 
but one ſucceeding — * one black bean to exclude. 
8th. That no perſon ſhall be admitted of this body, 
unleſs as an honorary member, who, at the time of 
propoſing, has not been an eſtabliſhed teacher, in a 


reſpectable and independent ſituation, for three years 


or upwards. 


i © This part of the Law being thought too rigorous, has 
been fi ince moderated, 
oth. That 


1 


pth. That as the profeſſional members are, from 
ſituation, moſt likely to be acquainted with the cha- 
racters and pretenhions of candidates for admiſſion, the 
right of balloting {except for honorary members) Mall 
be veſted in them only. 
loth. That no member or perſon whatever, claim- 
ing on the charitable fund, ſhall benefit thereby, till 
ſuch claimant ſhall have contributed to the ſame, by 
perſonal or other ſubſcription, ſor the ſpace of three 
years, after the date of ſubſcribing z unforeſeen acci- 
dents and infirmity excepted. 
11th. That the provifion for diſtreſſed members 
ſhall be determined by the officers and committee, to 
be regulated according to the ſituation and character 
of the claimant, and the ſtate of the fund, which muſt 
have the ſanction of the body at their next general 
meeting. But in caſes of manifeſt and urgent diſtreſs, 
fully proved to the ſaid officers and committee, the 
day of general meeting being diſtant, they ſhall have 
power to grant immediate relief, not exceeding the 
ſum of ten guineas to an individual: and if, from 
any unforeſcen cauſe, different claimants ſhould ap- 
pear in competition, the preference mall be given to 
the oldeſt ſubſcriber. 
12th. That the widows and children of ſuch teach- 
ers as have been ſubſcribers the ſtated time, ſhall be 
entitled to a ſupport from this ſociety, to be deter- 
mined by circumſtances, as ſet forth in the 11th re- 
culation. This proviſion to extend alſo to Miſtreſſes 
of Boarding-ſchools, Tutoreſſes and Governeſſes in pri- 
vate families, provided their names have been duly 
entered upon the Society's books and their ſubſcrip- 
tions paid, for the term preſcribed and that ſuch 
Miſtreſſes, Tutoreſſes and Governeſſes in private fa- 
milies, ſo qualified, ſhall have a right of voting by 
proxy, to be given in writing to a profeſſional mem- 
ber only, for the particular occaſion ſpecihed ; no 
member to hold more than one Rae at a time. 


FOR 
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FORM OF THE FR 
I hereby appoint A. B. School alter, my Proxy, 
to vote for me and in my name, on the day of 
. Given under my hand this 
day of apes 
N Signed, | CD. 


13th. That vitrefſed teachers, who, for ſatiefatory 
reaſons, have not been ſubſcribing members, Hall ne- 
vertheleſs be conſidered, and receive a ſuitable ap- 
pointment, provided their pretenſions correipond will 
the true meaning and ſpirit of this inſtitution, pro- 
perly certified from their place of reſidence; their 
names having been previouſly regiſtered in the ſoci- 
ety's books at the inſtance of two honorary members, 
who have been ſubſcribers the ſtipulated derm, and 
have not before recommended. 

14th. That uſhers or aſſiſtants paying one guinea, 
when their names ſhall be inſerted in the ſociety's 
books, without farther ſubſcription, and producing 
proper certificates of their having diſcharged faith- 


fully their reſpective duties for the ſpace of five years, 


ſhall be entitled to the protection and aſſiſtance of 


this ſociety, and in caſes of need receive a ſuitable 


Proviſion. NE = 
sth. That, to accommodate country as well as 
city members, the ſociety ſhall hold their meetings on 


oaturdays and Thurſdays alternately, at the Royal- 


Exchange, or elfewhere, as ſhall be found molt eligi- 
ble; all buſineſs to be tranſacted between the hours 


of ſeven and ten 0 clock in the eVening—nine mem 


'O 
bers a quorum. 


16th. That every hing reſpecting the government 


and funds of the ſociety, not particularly ſpecited or 


provided for in theſe regulations, {hall be referred to 


the ſociety at large, duly ſummoned for the purpolc. 
17th. No part of the fund of the ſocicty, or of the 


intereſt thence accruing, except what may be neceffary 


for 


CS] 
for the contingent expences, as hall-rent, fire, candles, 
paper, printing, and ihe like, ſhall be diſtributed or 
encroached upon, till it amount to the ſum of One 
Thouſand Pounds ſterling, on the attainment of which 
a power is reſerved, to apply the intereſt, or a part 
thereof, to the purpoſe of the inſtitution; to the end 
that relief may not be too long with-held from the ne- 
ceflitous : and all ſurplus of intereſt, ſubſcriptions, do- 
nations, or other ſums raiſed by what means ſoever, 
| thall be added to the ſaid ſum of One Thouſand Pounds, 
and put cut to the beſt advantage, till the fame ſhall 
gcumulate to the farther ſum of One Thouſand Pounds 
derung which ſaid ſum of Five Thouſand Pounds ſhall 
form the capital ſtock of this ſociety, producing at 
the preſent legal rate of intereſt, three hundred pounds 
per annum to the uſes of the inſtitution, never to be 
on any account diminiſhed—and this, with the grow- 


ing ſubſcriptions and othey contingencies, it is hoped, 


wilt anſwer the humane purpoſes of this aſſociation. 
18th, That the money ariſing from ſubſcriptions, or 
from whatever ſource accruing, ſhall be without delay 
laid out on the purchaſe of one or more government 
debentures, or other ſecurities eligible to the ſociety, 
- which ſhall be depoſited in an iron cheſt, to be lodged 
in one of the banks of this city; the caſhier of 8 | 
Bank to have one key, and three truſtees annually cho- 
ten from the body ſeverally to hold a different key of. 
the ſame. No truſtee or key-keeper to give his key or 
receive one from another, on penalty of expulſion. 
1 That no money ſhall be diſtributed by the 

reafurer, but by order of the ſociety. 

Loth. That the preſident ſhall have a diſcretionary 
power to ſummon the ſociety occationally, and, in 
_cates of emergency, to lay a ſine, not exceeding halt 


2 crown, on leach profelſe: znal member only, for non- 
attendance. | | 


SAMUunl. WRHVYTE, Preſident and Treaſurer. 
Joux MOORE A, Sccrctary. 


THE 


E 
THE Abecedarians, relying on the liberal charac- 
ter of the preſent age, and their own evident diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, entertain the molt ſanguine expectations 
that their deſign will meet general encouragement. It 
is an appeal to the humanity, good ſenſe, candour and 
gratitude of a generous public, in behalf of men, Wh 
devote their lives to their ſervice, and who, from the 
nature and univerſality of their labours, are entitled to 
attention and comfortable ſupport. While the other 
liberal arts and profeſſions are limited as to their ob- 
jects, and circumſcribed in their operations, educa- 
tion alone extends her foſtering kindneſs to every in- 
dividual, and embraces, without reſerve, the whole 
community. To that ſource the moſt conſpicuous 
characters are greatly indebted for their fuperiority, 
and all our deareſts intereſts and advantages in life 
bear teſtimony of its influence; not only our tempo- 
ral, but even our eternal felicity, in a conſiderable de- 
gree, depends upon our education. Yet how ſmall * 
are the rewards of merit in this department, compared 
with the benefits it diſpenſes. Would but a majority 
of thoſe, who experience its happy effects, well con- 
ſider this, and open their beneficent hands, how triſl- 
ing a contribution from each would anſwer the ends 
propoſed. Thoſe who are already eſtabliſhed in the 
profeſſion, and enjoy the well-earned fruits of their 
induſtry, will not ſurely heſitate to throw in their mite; 
and young men of abilities, more recently engaged in 
the arduous taſk, reflecting upon the uncertainty of 
life and ſucceſs, will naturally find comfort in the con- 
fideration of its being in their power, at a ſmall an- 
nual expence, to leſſen the miſeries to which their 


* The beſt School Education which can be procured ſeldom 
, ſtands the parent altogether in fif'y geuineas, diſbufſed in a 
courſe of years b petty inſtallments; for the moſt part fearcely _ 
a moiety of that tum; not an apprentice-tce to a common me- 
chanic, and not one half of that, deducting the neceflary and 
certain expences of ren*, uſhers, ſervants, repairs, &c. &c. 16 
mains to the teacher-——what an inadequate conſideration for 
a matter of ſuch conſequence ! | ets, 
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wires and children may be expoſed, The few who 
are enabled to bequeath wealth to thoſe they leave 
behind them, will have an opportunity of teſtifying 
their gratitude to that profeſſion in which it was ac- 
quired, by contributing to the relief of the families of 
their leſs fortunate brethren, and others not of the 


profeſſion, who are benevolently diſpoſed, conſidering 
_ what beneitts they derived from it, will by means of 


this eſtabliſhment, have it in their power to exerciſe 

their humanity by extending their bounty to thoſe, 

who might not unreaſonably have indulged better ex- 
zeClations. 

If this inſtitution had been ſounded upon the prin- 
ciples of a Society for 7he benefil of ſurvivors, it could 
not have uy anſwered the propoſed benevolent in- 
tentions; for then it muſt have had a termination, 
whereas ! it is meant to be perpetual : or, if it had been 


formed upon the general plan of Annuity Companies, 


the benefits might have fallen in many cafes to widows 


and children not in want of aſſiſtance 3 and in others, 


relief could not have been proportioned to the degree 
of real diſtreſs, which 1s im peculiar object of this 


Society. 


Should the plan 1 found defeftive i in 1ts 6 


tion, or unſuitable to the magnitude of its object, let 
that be no hindrance to the charity of the well-diſ- 


poſed. The promoters of it are not ſo wedded to any 


tyſtem as to ſhut their eyes to improvement. They 
have attempted only to lay a foundation, and will 


gladly adopt fuch meaſures as may render the ſuper- 
ſtructure more ſecure, complete, and permanent. 


CF Since this Account of the Society's Proceedings event 


to preſs the LORD Carty BARON has honoured it with 
the ſanction of his Approbation. His Lorafhip authoriſed 


the Prefedent is make uſe of his name, and to declare to the 
Public that he will meſt heartily concur with his brethren 
of the laxv to give it due countenance and ſupport, as being 
wnexceptionab! 7 a laudalle and Seger y . 
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